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SUBJECT: PROTESTS IN QUITO, JANUARY 5, 1976 

1 . THE RAISE IN BUS FARES (FROM APPROXIMATELY FOUR CENTS U.S. 

TO FIVE CENTS U.S.), RISING DISCONTENT WITH INCREASES IN THE 
COST OF LIVING GENERALLY, AND RE-OPENING OF SCHOOLS, BROUGHT 
STUDENTS OUT ONTO THE STREETS IN QUITO TODAY (JANUARY 5). 

2. BUSES WERE THEPRINCIPAL TARGETS, AND BY MID-MORNING 
URBAN BUS TRANSPORTATION WAS VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. STORES 
HAD CLOSED, AND SCHOOLS WERE SHUT. STUDENTS CONDUCTED A 
NUMBER OF DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE CENTER OF TOWN (IN THE 
VICINITY OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE), AT THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE, AND IN THE VICINITY OF CENTRAL UNIVERSITY. POLICE 
HAVE RESPONDED WITH A MINIMUM OF FORCE, BUT HAVE HAD 

TO USE SOME TEAR GAS. 

3. AT THIS TIME, THE DEMONSTRATIONS STILL APPEAR TO BE 

AIMED PRIMARILY AT PROTESTING BUS FARE INCREASES AND INCREASES 
IN THE COST OF LIVING GENERALLY. WHETHER THEY WILL TAKE 
A SHARPER ANTI-GOVERNMENT TONE REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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4. AMERICAN INTERESTS ARE NOT AT STAKE, THERE HAVE BEEN 
A FEW ACCIDENTAL ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN AMERICAN-OWNED VEHICLES 
AND STUDENT GROUPS; BUT NO INIURIES HAVE BEEN REPORTED, 

AND WE ARE NOT NOW TARGETS OF THE PRESENT UNREST. 

HEMENWAY 
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